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FEATURE 
GLOBAL TRAVEL

DANGER! DANGER! 
Unpredictable situations like having a gun 
pointed at you or being taken hostage are 
so random you can’t really plan for them, 
but you need to avoid hotspots.

“Once upon a time you couldn’t ride 
across central America because you had 
a situation between Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. Now, it’s perfectly safe to go 
through both countries – just like Western 
Sahara in southern Morocco.

“Obviously, Syria is now a no-go zone, 
as is the Nile Valley, but you never know 
where you might get into a bit of bother. 

“My expedition driver was once 
kidnapped in Mexico by the local drug 
cartel (Nick also runs group tours – see 
sidebar). It was a very serious situation, but, 
thankfully, he was released the next day.

THE ZONE 
The aim is to expend the least amount  
of energy.

“You’re balancing between the handlebar 
and the seat and you’re in a fulcrum: a 
pivoting point somewhere midway in your 
body where you’re just floating on top of the 
bike, feeling like you could ride forever.

“Every motorcyclist has ridden for a 
period of time when they can’t remember 
they’re riding their bike. You’ve gone 20 
kays up the road and you think: ‘how did I 
get here?’

“It’s a psychological process whereby you 
switch off and it happens a lot when you’re 
doing vast distances.

“From time to time you kind of wake up 
and you do a survey of your bike. 

“You look at the instruments, feel for any 
vibration on the bike, making sure there’s no 
wheel wobble, the tyre pressures are okay 
- you don’t have to get off the bike to feel it 
with your fingers.

“You also look around: feeling the pulse 
of the immediate environment and any 
obstacles.

“You ask yourself whether it’s okay to 
switch off again, to zone out, because 
you’re almost psychologically asleep while 
you’re riding the bike.

“It sounds bizarre, but you don’t even 
know where you are, and that happens 
when you’re riding for 18 hours a day, or 
even 24 hours non-stop.”
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“They just left him tied up and once 
they’d gone, he found a way to get free and 
wondered down to a main road, where he 
was given a lift to a nearby police station.

“I took a 300-kilometre taxi ride to get 
him. If he’d had an American passport they 
probably would have killed him. 

“He was also saved by presence of mind. 
If you get into trouble, be prepared to just 
walk away if you can.

“The drug cartel also took our brand-new 
Ford Ranger pick-up, about $20,000 and 
two bikes, including a new KTM Adventure.

“We basically entered the wrong area at 
the wrong time. So, you should always be 
asking yourself, what’s the rational thing to 
do when you’re travelling though a particular 
environment? Have you done your research, 
do you know where you’re going, what are 
the potential risks?

“And don’t just rely on GPS, use it in 
conjunction with maps. Sat-nav is great 
through cities, but occasionally pulling up 
and talking to a friendly local allows you to 
find out if it’s safe. ‘Yeah, no problem at all’ 
gives you a sense of wellbeing and boosts 
confidence.”
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THE BIKES
Nick’s first bike was a Honda C90 
Cub step-through, which he ended 
up crashing into a car when he was 
18, flying through the windscreen and 
landing in the driver’s lap. 

The Honda was followed by an MZ 
250 and then the entire Triumph range 
from the mid-90s: Speed Triples, the 
Thunderbird, Daytona 900 and T595. 

He’s since switched to Yamaha, riding 
an XT660 to Timbuktu, twice, a Super 
Ténéré three times the length of the 
Americas and four R1s around the world. 

He’s also ridden an Enfield Bullet 500 
around the globe, but it proved to be 
the least reliable, breaking down every 
three days. It’s also the only bike he’s 
had which got pooped on by an elephant 
while it was parked up. 

“It totally covered it and, annoyingly, I 
knew it was going to happen. When any 
animal raises its tail it means it’s going to 
take a shit!”

Nick’s kept all his bikes in the garage, 
apart from a Ural combo: “I sold it because 
it’s never been used in an adventure and 
partly because it’s not a Yamaha.”

JOIN NICK
Apart from his solo adventures, Nick also takes groups of riders to some of his favourite 
destinations, with boutique hotels and decent meals (on his marathon solo rides he 
survives on less than 1500 calories a day, eating the minimum amount of food from street 
vendors).

His next project is taking 18 motorcyclists around the world in three stages (with a 
total of 15 weeks of riding). January 2017 will be stage one, from New York to Santiago 
de Chili. In 2018, he’s taking riders to the best bits Down Under and New Zealand, while 
2019 will include South East Asia, China and Mongolia. 

To find out more go to: www.nicksanders.com

Conti Road 
Attack tyre after 
11,000kms

NUMBERS GAME
To circumnavigate the globe in record time, 
you’ll likely need:

8,500,000 Forints - the budget you should 
have for the ball-breaking challenge

9650km - highest mileage from a rear tyre 
(Conti Road Attack)

2171 litres of petrol

800 gear changes per day across India

200 gear changes per day on isolated roads 
away from civilisation

114 petrol stops

98 - highest fuel octane (including Hungary)

81 - lowest fuel octane (India)

48°C - highest temperature Nick has 
experienced during a record-breaking ride 
(Hyderabad area of India)

4 x 15-minute naps per day is what you 
should be aiming at. You can take a longer 
four-hour nap on the fifth day

3.5 minute – fastest fuel stop with an empty 
tank – from arriving to leaving a petrol 
station

3 front tyres, 4 rear (Nick’s never had a 
puncture!)

2 bike services

2 sets of brake pads

1 tablet computer for social media

1 video camera - recording 24/7 helps 
authenticate the trip and helps you make 
money when you make a movie of your 
adventures afterwards 

0°C - lowest temperature Nick has 
experienced (Victoria, Australia)

0 tools (to save weight)

0 music (too distracting)
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FEATURE 
VICTORY MOTORCYCLES
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Words: Mat  |  Photos: Polaris

VICTORY 
MEETS 

DEFEAT

V I C T O R Y  M O T O R C Y C L E S

Despite its name, Victory Motorcycles has ended up 
defeated. With the brand getting the axe in favour of 

stablemate Indian Motorcycles, we take a look at where 
Victory came from and how they ended up as another page 

in the book of defunct motorcycle companies…
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concern for Victory, with the Indian name 
holding much more in the way of historical 
significance, arguably rivalling that of 
Harley-Davidson. At the time Polaris 
said that Victory wasn’t going anywhere, 
but subsequently, it was obvious the 
writing was already on the factory wall. 
With Indian having a history that goes all 
the way back to the dawn of the mass-
produced motorcycle, it has far more 
leverage on our collective heart strings 
than Victory’s modern machines ever 
could, no matter how cool they were. This 
was compounded when the first Indian’s 
rolled off the production line with the 
modern Thunderstroke 111 V-twin making 
Victory’s Freedom line of engines look 
quite bland and industrial in comparison.

What appears to have happened 
is twofold. Victory was already an 
established market player, but not of the 
scale of Harley-Davidson, who it was 
originally intended to compete with. 
Polaris swooped on the Indian Motorcycle 
brand to ramp up the competition on 
Harley, which did appear to work. The 
downside was the re-emergence of 
Indian also hurt the market share of 
Victory, robbing it of potential riders who 
wanted an American V-twin, but didn’t 
want to get onto a Harley.

While we love, and even lust after many 
of the retro inspired cruisers, Victory 
always seemed to go for a more “out 
there” vibe with its line-up. It was 
modern, but still ticked the right boxes 
for many of the cruiser-buying public.

The first Victory, the V92C, rolled 
off the production line in Spirit Lake, 
Iowa, on the 4th of July 1998 for the ’99 
model year. It made a statement: We’re 
American and we’re proud of it! Polaris 
positioned the Victory in the market as 
a real alternative to the overwhelming 
dominance of Harley-Davidson. And, by 
2002, Victory was well into the black as a 
profitable company.

Once established, Victory quickly 
started to expand its model range beyond 
the V92C. 

The first model to build upon the 
successes of the V92C was the similarly 
named, V92SC, with the S standing for 
sport, a segment of the cruiser market 
which Victory hoped to establish a 
strong presence.

THE FIRST SIGN OF THINGS  
TO COME…
When Polaris Industries announced that 
they had acquired Indian Motorcycles 
in 2011, everyone’s first thought was of 

I
t was the blindside of January 2017, 
waking one dreary Tuesday morning 
to a press release from Polaris 
Industries with the news that Victory 

Motorcycles, the brand which Polaris 
started in the 1997 to compete with 
America’s best, “will immediately begin 
winding down its Victory Motorcycles 
brand and related operations.”

To us with our groggy eyes, it was a 
huge slap in the face that woke us almost 
immediately, being a massive blow to 
the start of the year. After all the big bike 
shows had shut their doors in 2016, we 
had plenty of optimism of a great year for 
motorcycling ahead. That is still true, to be 
honest. But there’s no denying there will be 
a hole in our psyche where the flamboyant 
American brand once was parked.  

Everything isn’t all doom and gloom 
over at Polaris, though, as the move to 
shut the doors of Victory Motorcycles 
means parent company, Polaris Industries, 
can focus more of their financial strength 
into the success of the recently returned-
from-the-dead Indian Motorcycle brand 
(which Polaris acquired in 2011).

But what exactly are we losing with 
Victory meeting its end? Well, for one 
thing, the world is losing out on forward 
looking styling in the cruiser market. 
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1998 
Victory Motorcycles’ first model,  
the V92C, officially goes on sale.

FEATURE 
VICTORY MOTORCYCLES

VICTORY THROUGH THE YEARS

2001
Victory unveiled the engine, which was to 
power all its future models, the Freedom 

V-twin, starting with the Freedom 92 
engine. The Freedom was a whole new 

ball game for the Minnesota-based brand. 
With rounded cylinders and a smaller oil 
cooler, the Freedom 92 provided greater 

power output than the previous mill, while 
also looking one hell of a lot better!
That same year, Victory announced its 

partnership with custom motorcycle builder 
Arlen Ness, which lasted until the brand’s 
death this year. I’ve often wondered why 
Ness was chosen over the many other 

famous bike builders, but I have a hunch 
that it may have had a lot to do with the 

fact Ness was born in Minnesota, the same 
state Victory was born in.

2006
Vegas Jackpot debuted as a response 

to the wide popularity of ‘custom 
motorcycles’. Remember American 

Chopper? Yeah, we can probably thank 
the popularity of the Discovery Channel 

show for the styling of the Jackpot.

2005
VICTORY HAMMER DEBUTS

The second of Victory’s new line of 
machines, the Hammer gave the line-
up its first sporty machine. With a rear 
cowling covering the pillion seat, the 
Hammer brought Victory strongly into 

the power cruiser segment.

In 2015, Victory was announced 
as the motorcycle brand with the 
highest customer satisfaction in 
the USA, according to a survey 
by Consumer Reports. With over 
12,300 participants, the survey 
found that 80 per cent of Victory 
owners would buy with the brand 
again, just ahead of Harley-
Davidson at 72 per cent. You could 
say that Victory had achieved 
its goal of taking on Harley, but 
in reality, it hadn’t come close 
to competing with them on a 
scale front. But with customer 
satisfaction like that, they were 
definitely on the right track.

The biggest warning sign that 
all was not well at Victory was 
the slashing of models from 
its expansive line-up in 2016. 
Victory claimed this was due 
to the increasing demands of 
Euro4, which came into effect on 
January 1st 2017. But it would now 
appear that behind the scenes the 
company was trying to cut costs in 
order to fend off the headsman.

THE FUTURE?
With Victory guaranteeing that 
customer support will continue for 
the next 10 years, the world isn’t 
ending immediately for fans of the 
big V. Beyond that less is certain, 
but with the trend, especially in 
emerging markets, to bring back 
brands from the dead, there is a 
chance way down the line Victory 
will be honoured for its pioneering 
electric spirit with a rebirth. But 
that is too a small chance to count 
on. So, it looks like it’s time to say, 
R.I.P Victory.

2003
It was in 2003 that Victory Motorcycles as 
we know it was born, with the introduction 

of the Vegas, which saw a complete 
redesign of the Victory chassis and set 

the benchmark for the future styling. The 
Vegas debuted with the 92 cu in (1,510 

cc) engine and a five-speed transmission, 
and was upgraded to a 100 cu in (1,600 

cc) engine and six-speed transmission for 
the 2006 model year, before finally being 

upgraded to the Freedom 106 which lasted 
until the end of the line.
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2015
Polaris bought electric bike maker 

Brammo, folding the brand into 
the Victory stable. Victory began 

to sell rebranded electric Brammo 
motorcycles in select markets.

2009 
Was the year of a major milestone, 

with Victory celebrating the success 
of the 50,000th Victory rolling off the 
production line at Spirit Lake, Iowa.

2010 
Victory introduces its first factory Bagger 
model, the Cross Country. Featuring the 
Freedom 106 engine, hard panniers and 

an MP3 capable stereo, it offered an 
alternative to the polarising Vision.

2017
January 9th, Polaris Industries 

announces that Victory Motorcycles 
will be wound down so the company 

can focus on its other brands, namely 
Indian Motorcycles. Customer support 
is guaranteed for the following decade.

2014
Gunning for the factory bobber 

market, the Victory Gunner came to 
market with a stripped back aesthetic 

look and a solo seat. It meant 
business with its mix of (relatively) low 
weight and the power of the Freedom 

106 V-twin.

That same year Victory went all 
out with their most flamboyant model 
yet, the Magnum. This flashy bagger 
featured some of the same styling 
elements of the Cross Country, but 
with a much lower ride height and 

massive front wheel screaming to the 
world “look at me!’’

2016
The Victory line-up is cut by seven 

models globally. Victory claimed at the 
time this was due to the models not 

meeting Euro4 standards, but was this 
the beginning of the end?

On the bright side, the ludicrously 
fun Octane debuted, taking Victory into 
unknown territory with its water-cooled 
1200cc V-twin. It has now proven to be 

Victory’s last new model, but what a 
bike to go out on!

2007 
It was in 2007 that Victory unveiled 

possibly its most polarising model, the 
Victory Vision tourer. Aimed at the long-
distance crowd, it was jam-packed with 

goodies to ensure a comfortable ride 
no matter how long. But it was in the 

styling that this bike either won or lost 
the hearts of consumers.
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PREVIEW 
FIVE REASONS

While we’ve had small adventure bikes before in the form of sub 
400cc road legal traillies, 2017 is the year that we’ll finally get a mix 

of capability, comfort and plenty of other reasons to love the new 
compact adventure class…

Words: Mat  |  Photos: Supplied 
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COMPACT
ADVENTURE

P R E V I E W :  F I V E  R E A S O N S



F
ew things since the domestication 
of the horse have given mankind 
the same feeling of freedom and 
adventure that you get when 

riding a motorcycle. After becoming 
increasingly popular since the turn of 
the century, the adventure bike market is 
now one of the largest segments in the 
industry, which is only set to get bigger… 
or should we say smaller?

Yes, the world’s biggest adventure bike 
manufacturers have finally figured out that 
bigger isn’t necessarily better, which is why 
we have miniature versions of all of our 
favourite adventure bikes on the horizon. 
These new machines promise much of 
the same experience of their much bigger 
brothers, but in a much tighter package 
and with a greatly reduced price. With that 
in mind, we thought we’d go over the other 
great reasons why these miniature adventure 
machines are a game-changer and will surely 
be one of the best-selling segments in the 
market as they arrive over the next year.

THE RANGE 
The range of compact adventure 
bikes that has been announced is 
quite staggering. Especially when you 
consider that, before EICMA, we had 
no idea anyone was even thinking 
about such a concept. The wide array 
of bikes from Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki, 
BMW and KTM means there will be 
a bike to fit in with any rider’s desire. 
Make no mistake, if it’s exploring the 
lesser ridden roads and backcountry of 
Aotearoa or even the world, there is a 
compact adventure bike to suit.

THE APPROACHABILITY 
One of the biggest problems with the pre-2017 adventure market was the sheer 
size of the bikes. Forgetting about the occasionally eye-watering price tag for a 
minute, the other great problem has been the growing size –therefore, the weight – of 
adventure bikes. Even KTM and its rallye-inspired Adventure range has been guilty of 
spending a little bit too much time at the buffet, seeing the new 1290 Super Adventure 
weighing in at a hefty 240 kilos. Can you imagine heading out on a gravel road and 
having to lift that? Sure, that might not be the best of examples, considering the 1290 
Super Adventure is more of an expert level machine. But with the road less travelled 
always calling, these new mini adventure models will easily allow a wider range of 
riders to explore our beautiful country in relative comfort. 

And before you say it, yes, they will have enough “go” to match the “show” for the 
more experienced rider, if the 296cc parallel-twin – borrowed from the Kawasaki Ninja 
300 – that will power the Versys 300 is anything to go by.

THE PRICE 
While pricing hasn’t been confirmed for any of the compact adventure class at the time of 
writing, we can safely assume that they will be vastly more affordable than their tech filled 
larger siblings. We think it’s a safe bet that much of the class will be under that magic ten-
grand mark. With all bikes coming in at under 400cc, too, that also puts them well into the 
LAMS market (with the added bonus of the much cheaper yearly registration costs). 

Then, of course, there’s the fuel economy that smaller engines bring. Yes, such bikes will 
be down on power compared to bigger rivals, but 300cc machines will have enough get-
up-and-go to overtake when needed. 

When it comes to affordability, the options are looking to be pretty close to being 
unbeatable value.
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THE COMFORT 
Seriously, there is nothing 
like swinging a leg over 
your bike and hitting the 
road, seeing where it takes 
you. It’s these bikes that 
will make it so easy to do 
just that, too. With larger 
front wheels varying from 
18-inches up to 21-inches, 
great protection from 
the elements – thanks to 
well-designed fairings 
and screens – and seats 
that offer decent levels 
of comfort, these little 
machines should keep us 
riding in comfort much 
longer than other bikes in 
the same capacity bracket.
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THE VERSATILITY 
The fact that you can use 
an adventure-styled bike 
for almost anything you put 
your mind to has to be one 
of the greatest strengths of 
the adventure market. Sure, 
it does bring to mind the 
old saying that “a jack of all 
trades is master of none”, but 
when it is increasingly harder 
to get away with a shed full 
of bikes to cater to your every 
whim – be it, commuting, 
touring, exploring or just 
having fun on a weekend 
ride – the smaller capacity 
adventure bikes are going to 
offer plenty of versatility to 
riders who want to experience 
a little bit of everything, 
before moving on to a bigger 
machine later down the road.

PREVIEW 
FIVE REASONS

BMW G310GS
It’s the icon of the adventure segment, 
only much, much smaller. Yes, the spirit 
of the big BMW GS is alive and well in 
the new 310GS. It’s got the tech and the 
funky Motorrad styling, but the only thing 
missing for it to be a perfect miniature of the 
R1200GS is the lack of a boxer engine. 

Instead, BMW have opted for a much 
more novice-friendly 34hp single cylinder. If 
that sounds familiar, that’s because it is the 
same powerplant, which lives between the 
frame of the previously announced G 310 
R that the GS shares its frame also. But it 
wouldn’t be a GS without taller suspension, 
glorious all-day comfort and a bit of tech, 
which it definitely would appear to have. 

With BMW’s previous LAMS bike being 
the bigger G 650 GS, priced from $11,995, 
we’re expecting the much smaller G 310 to 
be priced around the 10K mark. 

KAWASAKI VERSYS-X 300 
The Versys-X 300, one of the first bikes 
in the class confirmed to hit our shores, 
leans more towards the touring side of 
the equation. But we’re not going to 
be holding it against the Kawi. With a 
19-inch front wheel matched with a 17 at 
the rear, it’ll still be able to handle some 
of our less used gravel roads. Best of all, 
thanks to a high ground clearance, there 
shouldn’t be any issues with bashing 
the underside of the little Versys on 
anything, unless you are taking it well 
off the beaten track. However, the best 
news for the Versys-X is what will be at 
its heart: the same 296cc parallel twin 
that we know and love from the Ninja 
300. That means it won’t be lacking in 
the go department, ‘cause the Ninja 
300 is easily capable of licence-losing 
speeds 

HONDA CRF250 RALLY 
This rally raid-inspired machine is what 
really got us fizzing over the prospect of 
a small adventure bike class. By taking 
inspiration from the awesome CRF450 
Rally, famous for tackling the Dakar Rally, 
the CRF250 Rally adds a host of quality 
bits to the already capable CRF250L that 
it’s based on. Most notable changes from 
the 250L are upgraded suspenders, a new 
dash unit, and, of course, the rally-inspired 
body work.

The CRF250 Rally might be the smallest 
bike in terms of capacity, but if the specs 
are anything to go by, the little Honda has 
the most going for it in terms of a real 
go-anywhere bike in the class. 

Plus, damn, just take a look at it! 

THE LIST 
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BIKES 130+ IN STOCKBIKES 130+ IN STOCKBIKES 130+ IN STOCK
COME WITH FREE $500- WORTH OF GEAR PACKAGE*COME WITH FREE $500- WORTH OF GEAR PACKAGE*COME WITH FREE $500- WORTH OF GEAR PACKAGE*

+ FREE BRONZE+ FREE BRONZE+ FREE BRONZE RIDE FOREVERRIDE FOREVERRIDE FOREVER RIDER TRAINING COURSERIDER TRAINING COURSERIDER TRAINING COURSE
*CONDITONS APPLY.

SALES PH: (09)360 7707 PH: (09)360 7704

PH: (09)360 7710

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

WORK SHOP

MON - FRI 9:00am-5:30pm
SAT -3:00pm

MON - FRI 7:00am-5:30pm
SAT 9:00am-1:00pm

Email: sales@redbaron.co.nz Email: parts@redbaron.co.nz

Email: service@redbaron.co.nz

50,000+ USED BIKES ARE AVAILABLE FROM JAPAN!!!
-CONTAINERS LANDING EVERY MONTH!!!

-ALL IMPORT + USED BIKES HAVE A CHASSIS CHECK!!!

 -30 POINT INSPECTION BEFORE DELIVERY!!!
-MOST USED MODELS RECIEVE 3 MONTH/3,000KM WARRANTY!!!

200+ USED BIKES IN STORE!!!# 1 in NZ!!

299 GREAT NORTH ROAD, GREY LYNN, AUCKLAND

RED BARON AUCKLAND NEW MODEL LINE UP

VULCAN S LAMS

NEW MT-07 ABS DEMO AVAILABLE

YZF-R3 ALL COLORS AVAILABLE

Z300 Special Price!!!

From $7,995+ORC

From $13,995+ORC

$11,599+ORC

NEW MT-10 DEMO AVAILABLE
$19,990+ORC

-ALL IMPORT + USED BIKES HAVE BEEN SERVICED BY RED BARON MECHANICS!!!
-FINANCE DEAL AVAILABLE ASK OUR SALES TEAM!!!

- MOTORCYCLES WANTED!!! TRADE INS WELCOME!!!
-ALL USED MODELS COME WITH FREE AA ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE!!!

2016 ZX-14R 
$25,595+ORC

Öhlins, Brembo 

2016 ZX-10R 
From $23,995+ORC
2016 ZX-6R
From $15,995+ORC
2017 KLR650
$9,995+ORC

From $6,495+ORC

DEMO AVAILABLE 

TRICITY 125 ABS
$5,199+ORC CAR LICENSE OK!!!

MV AGUSTA IN NEW ZEALAND
MT-09 ABS DEMO AVAILABLE
$14,499+ORC

MV AGUSTA IN NEW ZEALANDMV AGUSTA IN NEW ZEALAND

CALL/ EMAIL OUR SALES TEAMS FOR MORE INFORMATION!!!
Stradale 800

2015 F3 675 DEMO

2014 F3 800  AGO

2014 Brutale 1090R ABS

2014 Brutale 800 EAS ABS

Dragstar 800 RR EAS ABS

Turismo Veloce Lusso 800

Ninja 300 Special Price!!!
From $6,495+ORC

2016 W800 Special Edition
$14,595+ORC

$18,990+ORC

$14,990+ORC

$29,990+ORC

$26,490+ORC

$26,990+ORC

$17,990+ORC

$19,990+ORC

NEW XSR900

NEW XSR700
$12,699+ORC

$14,499+ORC

MT-03 ABS DEMO AVAILABLE
$6,695+ORC

2016 VERSYS1000
$18,995+ORC (ABS)

2015 F4 1000 DEMO
$23,990+ORC

2016 SR400 BOBBER 1 ONLY!!!
$10,495+ORC

2017 SPECIAL MODEL AVAILABLE!!! VERY LIMITED NUMBERS, ORDER NOW!!!
2017 F3 675 RC, F3 800 RC, F4 RC2017 F3 675 RC, F3 800 RC, F4 RC2017 F3 675 RC, F3 800 RC, F4 RC

Turismo Veloce 800 DEMO
$21,995+ORC was $23,990

2017 Brutale 800 ABS
$22,990+ORC JUST ARRIVED!!!

DEMO AVAILABLE 

2016 ZX-14R DEMO 
$23,995+ORC

2014 MT-09 RUN OUT Special!!!
$12,499+ORC
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TRAVEL 
HIMALAYAN ADVENTURE
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S
ometimes you just have to pinch 
yourself. I’m stood at the side of the 
highest road on earth, having ridden 
here on a bike that looks like it has been 

largely untouched since the 1950s. I’ve made this 
trip with a bunch of guys that, two weeks ago, I 
had never met and with whom I now feel a bond of 
shared achievement that’s hard to explain. We’ve 
travelled nearly 1500km on some of the most 
beautiful, dangerous, stunning, difficult and truly 

epic roads that I can have imagined. We’ve fought 
our way up mountain roads in sub-zero conditions, 
ridden through remote villages, crossed vast 
glacial planes and raced through deep river 
valleys. We’ve shared our breakfast with wild 
horses, taken selfies with yaks and ridden camels 
across windswept sand dunes. This has been the 
most incredible two weeks I have ever experienced 
and for a moment I’m totally overwhelmed. This is 
what adventures are made of.

Words & Photos: Julian Challis

No stranger to riding in different countries,  

Julian Challis soon found out some rides are 

more rewarding than others…
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progress. But, at times, I consider whether 
my will is up to date. Arriving at the plush 
hotel at around 6, all this is forgotten and 
after unpacking, it’s beer and curry – the 
meal that will become our staple diet…

THE REAL ADVENTURE BEGINS
Day one dawns and after breakfast the 
rumble of engines announced the arrival 
of the bikes. Eight identical Royal Enfield 
500 Classics are lined up outside the hotel 
reception and look stunning in their cream 
and burgundy livery. We quickly kit up, 
choose a bike and set out following our local 
guide, Anu, who rides like Michael Dunlop 
but is as calm as the Dali Lama. With Toby 
and sweeper rider Topi bringing up the rear 
and the support truck falling into line, we 
spend the day accustoming ourselves to the 
bikes and the unique traffic and roads around 
Minali, which seem to flip between some 
bizarre and dangerous video game, and 
then the best roads in the world. The bikes 
are certainly different with their relatively 
steep steering angle, forward set pegs and 
lazy power delivery. The fuel injection might 
be 2016, but the ride is still 1956, yet the 
Enfields are everywhere – KTM can only 
dream of such market domination, there are 
literally no other brands on the road.

Once we hit the mid-morning traffic, 
I’m instantly wondering whether this was 
a good idea at all. As seven lines of traffic 
battle their way down the four lane highway 
accompanied by a supporting cast of 
scooters, cycles, rickshaws, tuk-tuks and 
the occasional cow, the prospect of riding 
a bike on these roads suddenly seems very, 
very unwise.

Once at the hotel, order is restored a 
tad. I meet up with my riding colleagues 
for the next fortnight: three Aussies, a Kiwi 
and a Brit from Devon (who currently works 
in Pakistan). Within a very short time, we 
default to the motorcycling norm, sinking a 
few beers and talking bikes. We take a tour 
of Delhi in a small fleet of tuk-tuks, parting 
the traffic in what feels like part of a Bond 
film, dodging death at worryingly frequent 
intervals. The drivers take us to all the tourist 
destinations, ignoring our instructions with 
a cheery smile. The high point of the trip 
comes unexpectedly when we are at the top 
of a tower in a 500-year-old mosque. As we 
look over the enormous city of Delhi below 
us, one of the Aussies announces to both us 
and a group of Indians that the city used to 
be Mumbai before they changed the name. 
His staggeringly inaccurate geography earns 
him peals of laughter and derision, not to 
mention the nickname “Mumbai Dave” that 
lasts the whole trip.

With the set off point for our trip some 
twelve hours north at Minali, we make the 
journey north the next day in air-conditioned 
cabs to avoid a painfully long and strenuous 
first day. The Aussies are suffering having 
only left the local nightclub some two hours 
before our 5am start time.

By evening, we’ve travelled through some 
stunning scenery and witnessed some of 
the scariest overtaking manoeuvres ever 
attempted outside Formula 1. The roads are 
tight and busy and it’s the only way to make 

TRAVEL 
HIMALAYAN ADVENTURE

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN..
So, let’s rewind to how all these things came 
about. I’ve spent my life riding road bikes, 
dirt bikes and just about anything with two 
wheels and an engine from California to 
Corsica. But aside from a week-long trip 
to the Pyrenees with my buddies and a dirt 
biking trip to Morocco back in 2008, epic 
motorcycle journeys had not featured in my 
bucket list. But all that was about to change. 
I’d read about the trips to ride Royal Enfields 
in the Himalayas and thought that this would 
tick all the boxes – I’d never been or even 
considered travelling to India, I’d never ridden 
a Royal Enfield and I’d certainly never ridden 
every day for two weeks on challenging 
and totally unknown terrain. In terms of my 
comfort zone, I was so outside it I couldn’t 
even see it any more…

Four months later and I’m wheeling my 
kit bag through Indira Gandhi Airport on 
the outskirts of Delhi. I’m met by Toby and 
Anna from Ride Expeditions who help me 
load my luggage into a cab, requesting that 
the driver puts it inside the car rather than 
unsecured on the roof rack… 
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TRAVEL 
HIMALAYAN ADVENTURE

Himalayas. Most of us are taking altitude 
tablets to help us adjust, and those that 
aren’t are wishing they had. When we stop 
for lunch, the lack of oxygen is taking its 
toll, and faced with a warm tent at the 
temporary settlement at Darcha, most of us 
are happy to stop and snooze. By the time 
we reach camp at 4pm, we’re knackered 
and need a few hours to recover before 
the box of beer becomes our friend again. 
Suitably fuelled, we mess about with slalom 
challenges and slow bike races as the locals 
look on with a confused smile. A hearty 
meal is followed by a campfire from the 
wood we’ve bought in the support truck. 
We’re sat at 5400m above sea level, sinking 
beers and chatting to fellow travellers and it 
feels the best place in the world.

lorries and the occasional convoy of 20 or 
more army trucks, and this is adventure 
motorcycling Indian style. You know those 
videos where you see a rider meet a truck 
on a single track with a rock face one 
side and a 200ft drop on the other – that’s 
happening right in front of us – and it’s 
bowel looseningly worrying yet deliciously 
life affirming. The bikes are handling the 
terrain surprisingly well. Even if standing on 
the pegs is made difficult by the forward 
set pegs and wide tank. We swap the lead 
behind Anu on numerous occasions, as 
different lines prove more or less effective.

Surviving the ordeal unscathed, we arrive 
at our first stop in Keylong and everyone is 
ready to stop and reach for the Kingfisher 
(the local beer of choice). The next day 
promises even more extreme riding, as we 
will climb to our highest campsite on the 
tour, so it’s time to regroup and sleep and 
savour the last of the Internet before all our 
technology becomes useless. 

NEW CHALLENGES
The ride up to Sarchu is just as challenging 
as the previous day. As the roads get 
higher and the temperature drops, the 
greenery disappears, to be replaced with 
horizon-to-horizon rock as we climb into the 

The following morning some of the guys 
wanted to try paragliding, but with two 
weeks riding ahead of me, I decide against 
rolling the dice on a broken ankle on Day 
Two. Once the aerial contingent is back to 
earth we set off north to the vast Rohtang 
Pass, one of the main arterial routes that 
allow access north. The ride up is stunning 
as we snake through forests and hairpins 
on the way to the summit, our progress only 
interrupted by one of the many seemingly 
pointless checkpoints. Anu has sorted all 
the paperwork, but it would be easy for 
solo travellers to be caught out by these 
baffling bureaucratic hoops that have to be 
jumped through. After lunching just before 
the summit, the ride down the other side of 
the pass suddenly gets serious. Gone are 
the maintained surfaces, to be replaced with 
a network of good tarmac, terrible tarmac, 
sand sections and full on rock sections that 
would not look out of place in the Dakar. 
And all this could be within 100 yards! 
Factor in the enormous numbers of hairpin 
bends, blind corners and an extraordinary 
number of enormous and overloaded 
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