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www.protectainsurance.co.nz  or phone  0800 776 832

Your Motorcycle  
Insurance Specialist

Protecta’s Agreed Value Motorcycle Insurance is available online, over the phone, or through motorcycle dealers and brokers nationwide.
* Full cover only, limits apply. Refer to policy wording (available from our website, dealers and brokers) for full description and definitions of all covers available.

We understand and share your passion for motorcycling.

We’ve been insuring motorcycles for nearly 30 years and 

in that time we’ve helped many thousands 

of Kiwis to continue their ride.

Make sure you’re covered by Protecta  

so that you can ride with confidence too.

4 Agreed Value
4 12 Month New for Old*
4 Riding Apparel Cover*
4 Roadside Assistance 24/7*
4 Track Day Cover*
4 Completion of Journey Cover*
4 Rebates for “Ride Forever” Training*
4 Experienced Rider Discounts
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TRAVEL 
HIMALAYAN ADVENTURE

As soon as the snow came, it’s fading 
again as we ride down to meet the 
support truck for an alfresco breakfast. 
The guys are there every time we stop to 
provide drinks and snacks from chocolate 
bars to pressed figs and candied ginger, 
and on this occasion we get to share our 
meal with a herd of wild horses – this 
is not your usual package tour. As we 
press on down the valley, we soon start 
to catch sight of the vast Pangong Tso 
lake alongside which we’ll be camping. 
The lake is the largest saltwater lake in 
the world, stretching an incredible 130km 
from it’s start in India to it’s finish in China. 
We ride alongside this achingly beautiful 
stretch of water and rough-hewn tracks 
before reaching our accommodation, 
bespoke yurts complete with flush toilets 
and enormous radiators.

In what was frankly a stupid idea, the 
rest of the riders persuade me into an 8am 
swim in the lake before leaving for our last 
campsite of the tour in distant Hundar. The 
water is painfully cold, and the biting wind 
as we leave the water reduces everything 
to button mushroom dimensions – I’m 
not impressed! The ride up to the Hundar 
valley is some of the most challenging 
we’ve encountered with miles of sweeping 
roads interspersed with incredibly hard 

we rally round, find two straps and ropes, 
and retrieve his surprisingly intact bike from 
the river before pressing on like some gang 
of bike riding Good Samaritans.

By the end of the day we are safely 
booked into our hotel in the northern city of 
Leh. The area feels prosperous, clean and 
altogether more relaxed than Minali, and we 
take advantage of the shops and bars in 
this fascinating place. We have a rest day 
scheduled so the next morning is taken with 
shopping, shaves and for some, shishas. 
In the afternoon we break out the jeans 
and leather jackets on the bikes and visit 
a couple of awesomely serene and ancient 
Buddhist monasteries, before blatting down 
the streets like we are in a ‘50s biker movie: 
“What are you rebelling against? What have 
you got?”

ONWARDS AND UPWARDS
With one more day of local riding to the 
Lamayuru monastery 125km north, the next 
stage of our tour involves a stupidly early 
start due to the internal politics between 
bike hire companies in Leh and Minali. The 
compromise leaves us with one option of 
leaving the city at 5am, taking on the local 
roads under the cover of darkness, and 
just in case you were wondering, this is not 
something to recommend. The combination 
of potholes, piles of building rubble, stray 
animals and road dominating trucks means 
that sunrise cannot come too soon as we 
climb towards the high pass. There’s snow 
and ice to contend with and we all wish 
we’d worn more by the time we reach the 
top. Harley, our antipodean boilermaker 
and “try-everything” guy is frozen and the 
team donate clothing until he can feel his 
circulation start again. 

After a poor night’s sleep as our 
bodies struggled with the idea that we 
are suffocating, it’s an early start for the 
250km trek ahead of us. As we leave the 
vast plain, the army are playing cricket in 
the morning sun and it suddenly seems 
very colonial. The warning signs on the 
road away from the valley floor warn of 21 
hairpins in succession, but as we climb 
and muscle the Enfields ever upward, it 
seems even more. The concentration is 
intense as the prospects of a mistake in 
this landscape involves more pain than 
any of us are ready for. The Aussies have 
established that they like to ride at the front 
and that’s cool, none of us are arguing, just 
taking in this epic landscape. We stop for 
coffee at Pang by yet another vast military 
base and discuss the crashed truck that 
we’ve just seen halfway down a mountain 
pass. Pressing on to lunch at Debring, the 
road looks deceptively fast and straight, but 
the drainage channels every 500m or so 
soon let us know that the 100kmh that the 
Classics are comfortable at is plenty fast 
enough. We climb away from the plain to 
travel through the third highest pass in the 
world, stopping for the obligatory selfies, 
before taking on more treacherous roads on 
the descent.

The danger of the roads is further 
enforced as we cut through a deep river 
valley to find a group of very distressed 
looking bikers. One of their number has just 
overcooked a corner and thrown himself 
and his bike into the water. As he sits still 
dripping on the roadside, his inverted Enfield 
lies in the fast moving water and we all have 
a moment. When the support truck arrives, 
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SOUND 
LIKE YOU?
If you fancy going on this 

tour, it’s an easy process. 

Ride Expeditions sort 

everything out from the 

moment you arrive in 

India, so all you need 

to book are your flights 

to New Delhi, which are 

surprisingly cheap. Shop 

around on the flights and 

don’t be tempted to go 

with multiple transfers 

just to save money– it’s 

a false economy if you 

arrive in India and your 

riding kit is in Thailand! 

You’ll need to get an 

e-Tourist visa for India, 

which can be  

processed online.

Other than that, all 

your transport costs 

including return flight 

from Leh to Delhi, meals, 

excursions, internal 

travel documents, 

refreshments, the whole 

shebang is included. 

The only thing Toby and 

Anna won’t cover is 

your beers, so we just 

split the bill for the trip 

between the six of us.

In terms of experience, 

you need to be a 

confident road rider 

as Indian roads can 

at times be busy and 

have somewhat variable 

surfaces. Everyone 

gets a spanking new 

Royal Enfield 500 

Classic, which is plenty 

enough for the terrain 

and roads that you’ll 

encounter. Aside from 

Toby who rides all the 

tours, there’s a lead 

rider, rear sweeper, 

support truck and doctor 

accompanying the group.

As an introduction to 

adventure motorcycling, 

it’s a great package. 

As a holiday, it’s 

unforgettable.

ONE LAST CHALLENGE
All too soon it’s time to leave Hundar and take 
on the final challenge of the tour, the Khardung 
La Pass, the highest motorable road in the 
world. There’s been a cycling race on the 
mountain pass for the first part of the morning, 
so we have to wait for two hours before we 
hit the road. Thanks to our local fixer, Anu, 
we get the holeshot ahead of the other traffic 
and flat-track it to the top in a record breaking 
time despite some appalling roads on the way 
there. The summit is strangely quiet thanks to 
the earlier road closure so we get the chance 
to take in just what we’ve achieved in the past 
two weeks as the myriad of prayer flags flutter 
in the Himalayan wind. 

With Khardung La behind us, we descent 
back to Leh with more than a hint of 
sadness, knowing that this is the last ride 
on the bikes before they go on to be part 
of somebody else’s adventure. Tomorrow, 
we’ll be back in Delhi and on the way 
back home. Somehow, it doesn’t seem 
right. We’ve had an incredible journey, 
shared everything from warm beers to 
epic experiences and most of all spent 
time riding bikes in a truly remarkable 
and beautiful country. The organisation 
has been faultless, the Enfields strangely 
endearing and the company the best we 
could ever have hoped for. This is a special 
place and this was a special adventure.

sand sections across the valley floor. The 
Enfields are not light and the effort of 
hustling them through the rally sections 
of the highway at high altitude leave us 
exhausted but with a real sense of shared 
endeavour. 

The campsite in Hundar is owned by the 
affable tour doctor who has been travelling 
with us the whole trip. All the food comes 
from the organic plants at the site, and the 
doc entertains us with his selection of mad 
stories, at least half of which are slightly 
true. The following day we explore the 
local region a the bikes and then spend 
the evening riding camels, swimming in 
the local river and watching local dancers, 
ably supported by Harley who breaks out 
his Cossack dance at the end of the show. 
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Julian Challis travelled with Ride 
Expeditions on their Himalayan 
Heights tour.

For more information on this and 
their other tours in South Asia, go to 
Ride Expeditions.com
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nothing else but my own riding skills and 
the open track in front of me. I quickly learnt 
that I had nobody else but the line in front of 
me to worry about. This is awesome when it 
comes to riding, but also perfect for learning 
what you and your bike can do.

Unfortunately for me, I had messed about 
so long deciding whether I was going to 
ride or not on this particular occasion, that 
I ended up in the last group for the day. So 
unfortunately, my eagerness to return to the 
track that day was not going to be satisfied. 
I was going to have to wait for the next track 
opportunity to come along. 

With more opportunities coming up such 
as the Pro Rider track day at Pukekohe, I’m 
searching for every opportunity to get back 
on the track in a learning environment, as 
being coached by instructors is hot on my 
‘to do list’.

I refer to being very similar speeds to being 
out on the open road. Suddenly it dawned 
on me that this whole track riding business 
might not be so bad. 

So, nervously, I agreed to suit up and get 
out there. Paul spoke with one of the ‘lines 
people’ on the track (a person who shows 
riders the correct line), who volunteered to 
lead me around the track to show me the 
best positioning as I lapped the circuit.

By the time I had finished the first lap in 
the 15-minute session, I was in my ‘happy 
place’. With the nerves gone, here I was 
on a track with no cars going to appear 
anywhere, riding on a completely perfect 
surface that I didn’t have to keep my eyes 
on for shiny and uneven surfaces. In the 
unlikely event of slipping off, I was not going 
to hit a bank or go over a cliff. I was, for the 
very first time, able to completely focus on 

W
ell, that’s exactly what 
happened when I agreed to 
hop on the Bruce McLaren 
race track in Taupo, which 

we had been invited along to for the Suzuki 
track day in January. 

Now, I’ve been a spectator at several 
racetracks, over the past few years, and 
like many people, I’ve fallen into the 
presumption that it’s a place that only very 
fast and talented riders go. When the reality 
is actually very different.

We arrived at the track where Paul had 
put the offer out to me that I could take 
the opportunity to have a ride this day, or I 
could remain the spectator for another day. 
As eager as I was to have a go, I decided to 
hold back for the morning and just go out 
on the track and photograph him. Perhaps 
that was the “easy out” excuse at the time. 

But this time, whilst being out amongst 
the different groups that were riding, I 
took a little more notice than normal at the 
slowest group – the group I would be in if 
I eventually stopped being a chicken and 
got out there. What I did notice was how 
“normal” the speed was that many of them 
were going. Now, when I say normal speed, 

LADY LEARNER 
SUZUKI SV650U

WHY  
WOULDN’T YOU?

Words: Kerry  |  Photos: Paul

Being a learner at anything in life requires you to step out of 
what at times could be described as your “comfort zone” and 

give new things a go. Why do we do this? Simply, to learn, 
advance and grow in our abilities. 



88 BIKE RIDER MAGAZINE  APRIL 2017

The annual Suzuki Track Day had the pits at the Bruce 
McLaren Motorsport Park bustling, with bikes both old and 

new sharing the tarmac with some serious racers…

SUZUKI
MOTO

T R A C K  D A Y

Words: Paul  |  Photos: Phil Smith

EVENT 
TRACK DAY

T
here’s always been a dedicated 
following of Suzuki motorcycles 
around the world. Maybe 
it’s because they were – 

and arguably still are – the Japanese 
manufacturer with a bit of mongrel in 
them, producing such wild machines as 
the GT750 two-stroke triple, the four-
stroke GS1000, which included the wildly-
styled Katana, the smoking RG500 GP 
replica and the GSX-R1100, the original 
sportsbike bad boy. 

In more modern times, there was the 
mad V-twin TL1000S, the first fuel-injected 
GSX-R750W, which broke ground with its 
ducktail rear seatcover – not to mention its 
wild power delivery – and the famed GSX-
R1000, the flagship for Suzuki, ever since its 
introduction in 2000. 

Oh, let’s not forget the bike that claimed 
the title of the fastest production bike of its 
time, the Hayabusa GSX1300R.

Strolling around the pits was enough for 
many, with the array of different machines 

from RM-Z450 supermotards to GSX-
Rs from all eras parked up on what was 
a stunning day in Taupo, from both a 
motorcycling and weather point of view. The 
conditions couldn’t have been better, with 
the track warming nicely throughout the 
morning, but not getting too hot through the 
day as to cause grip issues.

Aboard the BRM Suzuki SV650U, we 
had Kerry, our newest test rider, taking 
her first steps into track riding. Really, 
there couldn’t have been a better event to 
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the competitor who completed the course 
with the least foot dabs was chosen as the 
winner, with Steve McAlister adding a shiny 
new GN to his trailer for the journey home.

Back on track, everyone – well, almost 
everyone – was behaving themselves, with 
only a couple of “whoopsies” witnessed, 
leaving the riders red-faced. Passing was 
kept to the straights, never into corners, 
keeping the riding safe and controlled while 
everyone managed to experience what 
their Suzuki could really do in a straight 
line by taking advantage of Taupo’s long 
back straight. In the fast group, there were 
a number of experienced racers along to 
show exactly what these machines can do 
in experienced hands, with Connor London, 
Scotty Moir, Greg Boyd as well as Russell 
and Jet Josiah putting in many hot laps. 

It was a great day with many extremely 
happy riders getting to experience a 
no-pressure day on the circuit. It was excellent 
to see many riders taking the opportunity to 
sample the track for the first time, with the 
Suzuki Up Skills team doing a great job of 
leading and advising riders, all while helping 
keep the nerves down. If you’ve got a Suzuki 
and have always fancied a go on the track, 
make sure to keep an eye out for details of 
next year’s event.

do it at, with the MotoTT team providing 
instructors in the newly developed Suzuki 
Up Skills Group. But that wasn’t before I 
took the LAMS-approved SV for a few laps 
of the full Taupo circuit and discovered 
that it was still plenty of fun trying to 
squeeze as much performance as possible 
out of what was available, all despite the 
V-twin being restricted to make it learner 
legal. The SV range has always been a 
great handling motorcycle and this LAMS 
version didn’t disappoint. 

The team from Moto City Suzuki 
were there with a fleet of test bikes that 
riders could take for a spin, including the 
extremely successful GSX-S1000 range 
of bikes, while Northern Accessories were 
also on hand with a display of their latest 
Michelin tyres. 

When lunchtime came about, the 
marshals were brought in for a bit of 
refreshment, while Peter from Suzuki New 
Zealand placed a skills course in pit lane 
where eight entrants picked at random 
were in for a chance to win a new GN125 
worth $2,595. All they needed to do was 
get around the course of cones without 
putting their feet down, something that 
Peter demonstrated twice, but was proving 
problematic for the competitors. Eventually, 
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Even the youngest were catered for!

Looks easy, right? Not when 
you’ve got 200 spectators and 
there’s a bike on the line!
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 TYRE TEST MICHELIN POWER RS

TYRE TORTURE

Suzuki onto its ear in the corners and 
drive out like I would usually after three 
or four laps. The tyres took everything in 
their stride, without any indication they 
were struggling at all. Turning speed 
and stability are always two variables 
that compete with one another, with 
a sharp profile to the front tyre aiding 
turn-in, but usually making a bike feel 
nervous in a straight line. To combat this, 
Michelin have come up with a patented 
construction for the rear tyre that they’ve 
called Michelin ACT+ which helps keep 
the bike stable at speed in a straight line 
without affecting cornering performance. 

Trying to carry as much speed into the 
long lefthander onto the back straight, 
I held the Suzuki on the throttle stop as 
long as I could before darting up from 
behind the screen and grabbing the 
front brake long after the 200m sign had 
whistled past. The tyres again seemed 
unfazed, despite holding onto the front 
brake deep into the flick left and right 
before getting back on the gas for the left 
into the start/finish straight. 

Back in the pits and the tyres showed 
they’d been working, although a quick 
test with the infrared temperature gauge 
showed they were still fractionally under 
optimum operating temperature, with 
a quick test of the tarmac showing the 
track was also still slightly cool. Despite 
this, the Power RS proved themselves 
to be stunning tyres, supplying ample 
grip while being firm enough to handle a 
decent amount of use before needing to be 
consigned to the used tyre pile.

A 
few issues back we had a 
feature on Michelin’s latest 
Power RS tyres. A certain fella 
called Russell Josiah (ex-NZ 

Superbike champion) tortured the tyres to 
within an inch of their life and the results 
seemed to be pretty good. But I didn’t 
quite appreciate just how well these tyres 
lasted until bumping into Steven Croad in 
Taupo, I saw the very tyres that Russell 
had been thrashing a few weeks prior, but 
this time fitted to a GSX-R600. Steven 
was planning on doing another track day 
without swapping the tyres out, something 
that I thought was pretty impressive, 
especially considering these are street 
legal and Russell is super-fast!

The technology behind the tyres has 
come from Michelin’s experience in 
world-level endurance racing, combined 
with a bit of knowhow they picked up 
while being the sole tyre supplier for 
MotoGP. What they’ve managed to 
produce is a tyre which is designed to be 
85 per cent aimed at the road and 15 per 
cent on the track, while also supplying 
superior amounts of grip and, most 
importantly, a longer life. It’s that wear 
rate that I was really impressed with, as 

the tyres fitted to Steven’s bike looked 
like they were up for another track day 
after this one and probably a few decent 
road trips, too. But the real proof was 
going to be how they handled on the 
track, something I was about to find out 
after Steven offered me a session on his 
GSX-R600.

SERIOUSLY STICKY
Heading out into the fast group at the 
Moto TT track day that they’d arranged 
for Suzuki NZ, it dawned on me that it’s 
always a funny experience testing tyres. 
Finding the limit is likely to result in a 
crash, something I wasn’t exactly keen to 
do aboard someone else’s bike (although 
maybe that’s better than doing it on your 
own…). So, the plan was to hook into it 
and see how the GSX-R behaved without 
getting too ambitious.

The thing I remember most from 
Russell’s test was that the Power RS’s 
performance was up there with slicks, 
and as they’d just been freshly released 
from a set of tyre warmers and the 
Taupo track was getting up to a decent 
temperature after a morning of sun, 
I decided to get into it and throw the 

A chance meeting with Steven Croad from Michelin at the Bruce McLaren 
Motorsport Park saw Paul soon on a Suzuki GSX-R600 checking out the 
performance of their latest rubber.

Words: Paul  |  Photos: Phil Smith
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NZ DISTRIBUTOR NZ DISTRIBUTOR

We will tailor  

your suspension to  

suit your needs  

and budget. 
From service and revalve  

through to replacement. (Most 

brands are catered for.)

SUSPENSION DYNO - Just like an engine 
Dyno we can view exactly what the 
suspension is doing, no guessing!  
(see YouTube: “KSS Suspension Dyno”)

Experience  
is everything!  

Two suspension 
technicians trained  
on-site in Sweden 

and USA

NZ DISTRIBUTOR NZ DISTRIBUTOR

Phone: (06) 751 2100
Email: sales@kss.net.nz

NATIONWIDE MOTORCYCLE RELOCATIONS SERVICES

NZ’s Most Experienced Nationwide 
Motorcycle Transport Service

 Auckland 027 biketranz

 Wellington 04 298 5469

 Christchurch 027 465 3660

 Dunedin 027 245 3872

Email: biketranz@xtra.co.nz

www.biketranz.co.nz
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HOW TO 
CLEAN TEXTILE RIDING GEAR
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Textile riding gear is one of the most affordable forms of body 
protection for riders, looking after your body in the event of an off. 

But how do you return the favour? Here we look into the process of 
how you need to care for your textiles.

C L E A N  T E X T I L E  R I D I N G  G E A R 

RUB A DUB DUB
Words: BRM

W
ith the warmer weather, I’ve 
been noticing my favourite 
set of textiles is getting a bit 
grubby… okay, so very grubby. 

The thing with the warmer weather is all the 
bugs come out, and since we’re tempted 

to head out and soak up some kays on 
two wheels more with the nicer conditions, 
the gear gets a real thrashing. Plus, with 
the breathable, waterproof membranes 
made up of tiny holes, when these fill with 
dirt and grime, they can start to transfer 

water through making for a pretty useless 
waterproof garment. So, how do you keep 
your textiles clean without damaging them? 
After all, you wear them to protect you and 
keep you dry. Follow these simple tips and 
you’ll never need to worry again.
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IF IN DOUBT
When it comes to your gear, you want to 
make sure it’s best looked after. If you’re 
in doubt in any way on how to best care 
for your specific textile jacket or trousers, 
always read the information sheet that 
came with them for the manufacturer 
recommended procedure.

> REMOVE
Before you even fill the tub with water, 
you’re going to want to remove everything 
from your jacket. This means popping out 
all the armour, removing the lining (if it has 
one), and checking the pockets for any 
loose change or other items that you might 
not want to get wet.

> FILL ‘ER UP
While some riders are more than happy to 
entrust their gear to the washing machine 
gods, I’m not that trusting of technology 
and prefer the safety of washing my gear by 
hand. This means you’ll need either a large 
bucket or a bathtub. While it is a lot more 
hands-on (duh!), you’ll find you can achieve 
a better result by washing by hand than the 
machine can achieve. You can also ensure 
that delicate parts are looked after and not 
subjected to too much abrasion.

You’ll want to fill your tub/bucket with 
warm water – not hot. The warm water 
will help to loosen up any deposits or bug 
carcasses that have made your gear home. 

For a basic clean you can bust out a soft 
brush and go for gold. But, if you want to 
do it properly, you’ll want to get your hands 
on a specialist cleaning product. Most 
manufacturers will have their own specially 
formulated wash product, but most do 
the same job. If in doubt, check with the 
manufacturer or your local bike shop for 
your specific application.
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WASHING MACHINE
If you don’t have a bathtub (which with 
the way houses are built these days is a 
real possibility), you can use your washing 
machine to get your gear clean. While we 
obviously prefer the handwash method, 
if you have to use the machine, there’s a 
couple of quick tips to make sure it does 
the job properly.

1 Make sure all your armour is out of 
your gear before you put it into the 

machine.

2 Wash on a warm water setting – not 
hot – to ensure the grime can be 

worked out and the membrane won’t get 
heat damaged. You’ll also want to use 
liquid detergent instead of powder, as 
washing powder can work its way into the 
microscopic holes in the membrane and 
cause leaks.

3 Put it on a delicate cycle, as this will 
prevent your gear taking too much 

abrasion within the machine.

4 Rinse twice to make sure all the 
detergent has been flushed out of 

the jacket.

5 Air dry outside.

6 Chuck your armour back in and hit 
the road. Job done.

DON’T DO IT!
Adding a bit of fabric softener into your 
wash might seem like a good idea. Who 
doesn’t like soft fabrics on their skin, 
right? But when it comes to your riding 
gear though, fabric softener is a big 
no-no. Due to the chemicals involved, 
fabric softener will do more harm than 
good, especially if your gear contains 
special waterproof membranes. Leave it 
out to ensure your gear still works as it 
should at the end of the wash.

> GO GENTLY
Make sure when it comes to the actual 
wash you don’t attack it like a bull at a gate. 
Take your time and go softly. Textiles are 
often made of multiple weaves of varying 
fabric types, so it pays to tread lightly when 
it comes to scrubbing them up. Use a soft 
bristled brush or a sponge to gently work 
out all the road gunk from the fabric.

> RINSE
Now you’ve removed all the gunk from your 
gear you’ll want to rinse off any product that 
may be hiding in between the gaps. This will 
not only ensure that you don’t have anything 
stuck on it to cause leaks, it’ll also ensure 
you don’t suffer any reactions to the cleaner 
if it comes into contact with your skin. The 
last thing you’ll want is an itchy rash out on 
the bike. 

> AIR DRY
Now your gear is clean, you’ll want to get it 
dry. Don’t be tempted to chuck your textiles 
into the dryer on high to dry it quickly, though, 
as too much heat will damage the waterproof 
membrane. Find a shady spot out of the 
sun and hang your gear up on a hanger. If 
you want to speed the process up, set a 
household fan up directed at your gear to 
push a bit of wind through it. It’ll take a while, 
so don’t have a ride planned for immediately 
after you’ve given your gear a wash.

> WATERPROOF IT
To ensure your textiles keep you dry should 
a rogue shower hit you out on the road, 
you might want to apply a waterproof spray 
to it. Just like the cleaner, you’ll find most 
manufacturers have their own specialist 
product which they recommend. 

> DON’T FORGET
Now the fabric of your gear is all sorted, 
don’t forget to chuck the armour back in. 
There’s not much point in going to all the 
effort to then forget to put the important 
armour (the stuff that absorbs impacts) back 
in to your nice clean jacket or trousers.
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PRODUCTS 
NEW CLOTHING AND 

ACCESSORIES

KRIEGA R30 100% 
WATERPROOF 
BACKPACK 
Distributed by: Darbi Accessories   
Ideal for keeping your laptop or 
other valuables safe from water 
ingress, the Kriega R3 has a 100 
per cent waterproof main body 
with six-point pack compression 
and features two x zipped outer 
pockets that are water-resistant. 
With its innovative QUADLOC 
harness it’s easy to just click in 
and out while wearing full riding 
gear. 

DUNLOP SPORTMAX 
ALPHA-13
Distributed by: Forbes & Davies Ltd
The Sportmax Alpha-13 is designed and 
manufactured in Japan for the light-to-mid-capacity 
supersport market. These tyres are the ideal 
performance upgrade for sporty LAMS machines! Compounds 
have been developed for uncompromising grip and traction on both 
road and track and a lightweight cross-
belt front tyre construction gives 
instant handling response thanks to 
optimum casing stiffness. The tread 
pattern’s land ratio distribution 
optimises grip in the dry without 
sacrificing wet performance. 
Available from Dunlop stockists in 
sizes to suit 125-400cc and classic 
‘80s sportsbikes.

MUC-OFF CLEAN, 
PROTECT & LUBE KIT

Distributed by: Forbes & Davies Ltd
The Muc-Off Clean, Protect and Lube kit has all 
the key items you need to clean, protect and lube 
your motorcycle. Get the best clean yet with the 

Muc-Off Bio Motorcycle Cleaner, 
once clean, protect, preserve 
and freshen your motorbike with 
Motorcycle Protectant’s incredible 
water dispersing action. Finally, 
apply the Muc-Off Dry PTFE Chain 
Lube formulated to hold up to the 
extreme pressures that are applied 
to a motorcycle’s drive chain. See 
your Muc-Off stockist for more 
details.

GIVI EX1SRA ADJUSTABLE 
LUGGAGE 
PLATE 
Distributed by: Eurobike 
Wholesale Ltd
This adjustable plate is designed 
to bolt on any rear rack and 
specifically over Givi rear case 
racks. Suits all waterproof roll 
top bags and has good access 
slots for straps or bungees. Check it out at  
www.eurobike.co.nz $189

SIDI GAVIA  
GORETEX BOOTS 
SIZES: Men’s 41-50 Woman’s 37-42
Distributed by: Darbi Accessories   
The Sidi Gavia Gore and Lady Gavia Gore road/touring boots 
are constructed with Technomicro composite microfiber 

material that acts like 
natural leather but is lighter, 
stronger and more resistant 

to abrasion. The Gavia has 
a Goretex waterproof and 

breathable membrane to keep 
your feet dry and comfortable, 

while a full zip and velcro 
closure makes 
getting them off and 
on quick and easy

$399

$55

FROM 
$239

$359
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DRIRIDER LEATHER 
PHOENIX JACKET

Distributed by: Whites Powersports
This jacket screams old school cool. An 

artisan tanning treatment gives 
the leather a luxuriously supple 
feel and unique look that only 
gets better with age. Metal 

logo badge and brass 
colour zips highlight the 
vintage style, while CE 
approved protectors in 
shoulders and elbows, 

EVA Rubber back pad, 
and high impact safety stitch 

seams and waist adjustment 
ensure safety.

DRIRIDER URBAN 
HOODY JACKET 
Distributed by: Whites Powersports
With a 100 per cent waterproof and 
breathable DRI-TEC H20 liner and CE 
armour in the shoulders and elbows, 
this jacket offers an outstanding 
combination of comfort, cool 
factor and protection. The 
functionality continues with a 
detachable thermal quilted 
liner, elasticised cuffs 
and waist and multiple 
pockets, including 
phone/mp3 pocket. 
It’s the perfect jacket for 
around town.

SHOEI HELMET RANGE 
Distributed by: Whites Powersports
Shoei’s helmet range makes it easier to adapt to 
the ever-changing riding conditions that lie ahead. 
Features like free-flowing yet easily adjustable 
ventilation system, superior aerodynamics, and 
Pinlock Anti-Fog System ensure greater comfort 
and thus more time in the saddle than ever before. 

DRIRIDER 
STREET 1.0 BOOT 
Distributed by: Whites Powersports
These waterproof touring shoes are great for 
those long rides. With high grade water repellent 
leather construction and a breathable Hipora liner 
you can be sure that your feet will 
stay comfortable and dry. 
An understated design 
that doesn’t forgo 
quality features such 
as anti-twist nylon 
mid sole, vulcanised 
high density rubber 
sole and also heel 
reflectors for night 
time safety.

LS2 FF397 VECTOR 
VANTAGE 
Distributed by: Whites Powersports
A technically advanced full-face motorcycle helmet, the new 
Vector from LS2 offers technology and features rivalling the 
finest helmets in the world. The shell is made from LS2’s 
proprietary High Performance Fiberglass 
Composite making it lightweight, 
durable and energy absorbent. It 
has also been designed to be 
both aerodynamic and stable, 
even under our windiest 
conditions. 

LS2 MIRROR 
IRIDIUM VISORS 
Distributed by: Whites Powersports
LS2 have just released new 
visors for a range of their 
helmets, including Silver 
and Blue Iridium 
that really make the 
helmets pop! These 
visors not only look 
great but have all 
the usual LS2 
features such 
as quick release 
shield system, 
anti-fog, anti-UV 
and anti-scratch 
treatment.

$199

$599$369

NXR Ruts
GT-Air Royalty

X-Spirit I
II Marquez4

FROM 
$899

$349

FROM 
$39
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BULL-IT SR6 CAFE 
BLUE JEANS
Distributed by:  
Forbes & Davies Ltd
The Bull-It SR6 Cafe Blue are a 
regular fit, dark blue denim jean with 
a water repellant finish in a traditional 
five pocket design. They feature 
Bull-It’s proven Covec protection 
with 60 per cent internal coverage 
– offering an impact abrasion 
resistance in excess of six seconds 
when tested to CE 13595-1.  
Available in men’s sizes 32-inch to 
40-inch waist in regular and long leg 
options. See your Bull-It stockist for 
further details.

FORMA SLAM  
DRY CAMO
Distributed by: Forbes & Davies Ltd
The Slam Dry may look like a regular sneaker, but there’s a lot more 
to be found here compared to your regular run-of-the-mill sports 
shoe. For starters, they’re waterproof and are also CE-approved, 
with a reinforced ankle, so you get the look and comfort of trainers 

coupled with the protection 
you want from a motorcycle 
boot. Available in men’s 

and ladies’ sizes from 
Forma Boot 

stockists 
and 
leading 

motorcycle 
apparel retailers.

FIVE RFX4 REPLICA 
GLOVES 
Size: S-3XL
Distributed by: Darbi Accessories  
The RFX4 is a super-versatile city  
street glove by Five Advance Gloves. Made 
from soft leather featuring PU knuckle 
shells (injected resin) for effective 
protection. Closure is by a broad 
Velcro tab for rapid access, making 
them perfect for all types city 
riders. 

$259

$159

$159

R&G OUTDOOR 
BIKE COVERS 
Distributed by: Darbi Accessories   
Available in silver or black, R&G’s award 
winning outdoor bike covers are made of 
quality waterproof materials. The cover 
features elasticated rim and belly straps as 
standard to ensure the cover stays fixed in 
place and stops wind, mud or water getting up 
inside the cover and ensures a tight fit around 
the base. Available in four versions to suit all 
types of motorcycles and scooters, it will fit 
over fitted panniers, top boxes and sissy bars.

NITRO N2100 UNO
Distributed by: Forbes & Davies Ltd
Size: XS to XXL
Nitro’s entry-level N2100 features the latest ECE 22.05 
standard compliance, a MPT (multi poly tech) constructed 
full face shell, an ultra-comfort fit washable and removable liner 
system, a wide aperture for safer city riding, and much more. 
Available from your favourite helmet retailer in Satin Black, White 
and Safety Yellow.

$239

FROM 
$99

RIDE smaRtER RIDE safE  
with NZs #1 Motorbike Radar Detector

Ph 0800 472 327     

info@radardirect.co.nz     

www.RadaRDirect.co.nz

RadaRDirect
F I R S T  I n  R A D A R  A n D  L A S E R  P R O T E C T I O n

3 store locations                A u c k l A n d     –     W e l l i n gto n     –     c h r i s tc h u r c h

We offer complete packages that include mounting brackets, 
wireless audio connectivity, and all the components needed 
for a working solution - FROM $899
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ADAPTIV TPX RADAR DETECTOR

GETTING DETECTED

PRICED FROM: $580.00 
AVAILABLE FROM: WWW.RADARDIRECT.CO.NZ 

RATING: 9/10 TEST BY: PAUL

Direct has a heap of different options, 

so it’s simply a case of deciding which 

is going to work best on your machine.

If you’re worried about missing 

an alert simply by relying on the 

flashing light (which I was) there are 

other options which really make the 

TPX standout from the crowd of 

other detectors. With a built-in FM 

Transmitter the TPX can connect to 

either an ear-piece or a small LED light 

which inserts into your helmet, giving 

you a much better chance of noticing 

the detector go off. The FM unit simply 

sticks to the back of your helmet 

meaning it’s out of the way.
Whether you’re doing major kays or 

simply out for a Sunday blast, it really 

is advisable to have a detector fitted 

to save you from any embarrassing 

slip-ups with the throttle. Changing 

speed limits, cops sitting at the end 

of passing lanes – there are so many 

traps to fall into. Having an alert on 

your motorcycle which actually works 

is now almost a necessity, and the TPX 

has certainly saved many here from 

facing a painful trip to court.

With the threat of Police highway cars 

ever-present on any of the country’s 

main roads and more increasingly 

present on our favourite backroads, 

having a good radar detector is now 

more important than ever if you want 

to keep your licence. With most 

modern sportsbike and plenty of other 

regular bikes able to break the open 

road limit in first or second gear, it 

doesn’t take much for a split second 

lapse of concentration just at the 

wrong time to see you walking home, 

or worse.
It used to be that you needed to 

adapt a car radar detector to fit on 

your bike which used to mean messing 

with wiring, usually involved a zip lock 

bag to keep it dry and a wired earpiece 

so you could hear the bleeping. But 

not anymore…The Adaptiv TPX is designed 

by motorcyclists for motorcyclists, 

something which is instantly apparent 

by the size of the buttons on top. 

Yep, you can control the TPX even 

with the thickest winter gloves on, 

with the buttons controlling detection 

sensitivity, display brightness and 

volume situated on the top. The screen 

emits a blue glow which isn’t too 

distracting when mounted ahead of 

you, and it can be dimmed if required.

The sensitivity of the TPX is good, 

but not quite as good as the latest 

and greatest car models. That’s good 

and bad. When the TPX goes off you 

know there’s definitely a cop nearby, 

whereas the more sensitive versions 

can be picking radar up from miles 

away, so they might not actually be 

travelling anywhere near you. The 

TPX comes complete with the cable 

to hardwire the detector to the bike 

for power and also a flashing LED 

indicator which you need to mount 

somewhere it’s going to show up 

in your peripheral vision. At speed, 

chances are you’re not going to hear 

the unit bleeping away, so this flashing 

light is your only chance. Although the 

unit comes with a mounting plate to 

screw into a hard surface, it doesn’t 

include a bike-specific mount, so you 

need to work out where you’re going 

to put the TPX on the bike. Radar 
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0-314KPH IN 200M? 

Kiwi-Built Monster

HONDA CB1100 BUILD COMP

NZ Dealers Strut Their Stuff

Which really is the brand’s flag-bearer?

Aprilia’s Tuono V4 1100 RR vs RSV4 RR

UNRESTRICTED

Yamaha MT-07 High Output

FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE
Chinese HOG Tour

HOW-TO
Aligning the Hoops

P.I CLASSIC  
Kiwis Battling at Phillip Island

LAMS 
CRUISER
Kawasaki Redefines 

the Class

ITALIAN ADVENTURE

Aprilia’s Sporty Caponord Rally

WIN  

A $1000 

INSURANCE 

VOUCHER 

See inside for more details

Grab a throttle full of torque and glinting chrome, plus huge savings  

on these awesome Suzuki power cruisers. See your Suzuki dealer now.

SAVE 

3 000

BOULEVARD M109RL4

 $16,995+ORC

COLOUR: BLACK

BOULEVARD M109RZL4

 $17,995+ORC

COLOUR: GREY WITH BLACK STRIPE

WWW.SUZUKI.CO.NZ

MASSIVE TORQUE. HUGE SAVINGS.

Price includes GST. See your Suzuki Dealer for details of onroad costs.  

Promotion runs until 30 April 2016 at participating Suzuki dealers orwhile stocks last.
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5 ONLY

“The besT 
moTorcycle-specific 

radar and laser 
deTecTor jusT  

goT beTTer”
- nZ bikerider 
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RADAR DETECTOR 2.0

=
H.A.R.D system

Weatherproof cover, 
mount and wiringBeltronics STi Magnum

++

=
Wireless headsetMounting bracketTPX 2.0

++
for Bikes

for Bike  
& Car
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RadaRDirect
F I R S T  I n  R A D A R  A n D  L A S E R  P R O T E C T I O n

3 store locations                A u c k l A n d     –     W e l l i n gto n     –     c h r i s tc h u r c h

We offer complete packages that include mounting brackets, 
wireless audio connectivity, and all the components needed 
for a working solution - FROM $899
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bag to keep it dry and a wired earpiece 
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something which is instantly apparent 

by the size of the buttons on top. 

Yep, you can control the TPX even 

with the thickest winter gloves on, 

with the buttons controlling detection 

sensitivity, display brightness and 

volume situated on the top. The screen 

emits a blue glow which isn’t too 

distracting when mounted ahead of 

you, and it can be dimmed if required.

The sensitivity of the TPX is good, 

but not quite as good as the latest 

and greatest car models. That’s good 

and bad. When the TPX goes off you 

know there’s definitely a cop nearby, 

whereas the more sensitive versions 

can be picking radar up from miles 

away, so they might not actually be 

travelling anywhere near you. The 

TPX comes complete with the cable 

to hardwire the detector to the bike 

for power and also a flashing LED 

indicator which you need to mount 

somewhere it’s going to show up 

in your peripheral vision. At speed, 

chances are you’re not going to hear 

the unit bleeping away, so this flashing 

light is your only chance. Although the 

unit comes with a mounting plate to 

screw into a hard surface, it doesn’t 

include a bike-specific mount, so you 
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GEAR CHANGE 
USED PRODUCT

inconvenient, applying a bit more pressure 
than you usually would, helps the screen 
register movements easier. 

Along with the usual navigation settings, 
one of the best functions of the Rider 
400 is the “Plan a Thrill” function, which 
is essentially just a variation of the GPS 
software. But, instead of finding you the 
most convenient route possible, it finds you 
the most interesting – all complete with lots 
and lots of corners. You can tailor just how 
twisty you want your route to be, from mildly 
to wildly windy, to find the most fun.

Voice instructions are given by one of 
13 choices, with the setting on our’s set 
to ‘Ben’ you are cheekily informed “You’ve 
arrived at your destination, grab your 
jandals, togs, and chilly bin and get going. 
Cheers for the ride, mate”. 

Since it was designed for use with 
motorcycles, the Rider 400 is waterproof, 
ensuring it doesn’t kark it if there is a little 
rain. Certified to IPX7, the Rider will handle 
water up to a meter deep for 30 minutes; so, 
unless you ignore its directions and ride into 
a lake, you won’t have to worry about having 
it mounted to your ‘bars in atrocious weather. 

While you can use a smartphone app 
to get directions these days, TomTom 
are staying with the times by offering 
new functions that are not available on 
smartphone apps. At $649, it’s also quite 
a lot cheaper than similarly specced GPS 
units, too.  
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GET LOST - OR NOT!
T O M T O M  R I D E R  4 0 0  G P S

Words: Mat

straight out of the box, the feature-packed 
unit comes ready to ride. The Rider 400 
comes with everything you need to use the 
GPS, too, either on two wheels or four. In 
the box you’ll find a motorcycle specific 
mount, battery cable, USB cable, RAM 
mount and, of course, all the manuals that 
show you how to operate it. But, just like 
all TomTom products, the Rider is quite 
intuitive. The easy to navigate menu lets you 
control the basics, such as volume, voice 
instructions and a night mode function, 
which dims the screen as to not wreck your 
night vision.

Although the 4.3-inch touch screen 
works best with a naked hand, it is still 
quite responsive when wearing gloves, but 
I found it is just not as accurate as it is with 
the glove off. But, if taking off your gloves is 

W
hen the TomTom Rider 400 
arrived in the office hot on the 
heels of the TomTom Bandit 
Action Camera for us to test, 

I wondered why I would want to use a GPS 
on a bike. I mean, getting lost is all part of 
the fun of riding, isn’t it? Well, it turns out 
the TomTom Rider has a few tricks up its 
sleeve to ensure that while you won’t be 
getting lost, you’ll discover some brilliant 
riding roads along the way. 

Whether you’re trying to find a place to 
meet your mates for a drink, or navigating 
your way over the ditch, the TomTom is 
good to go with maps already loaded – and, 

WHAT’S  
IN THE BOX 

GPS, Motorcycle mount, 
RAM mount (windscreen 

mount), Battery cable, 
USB cable,  

Documentation

AT A GLANCE 
• Up to 6 hours of battery life in autonomous 

operation
• The charging dock/RAM mounting kit fits  

most bikes
• 8GB internal memory 
• Micro SD slot
• 11cm (4.3”) touchscreen 
• Bluetooth audio for hands-free calling, voice 

instructions via headset
• TomTom traffic, speed cameras, QuickGPSfix via 

Bluetooth on your smartphone
• Waterproof (IPX7) protects against any wet-

weather conditions
• It weighs just 280 grams

PRICE  
$649.00


