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GEAR CHANGE

USED PRODUCT

TOMTOM RIDER 400 GPS

GEFLOST - OR NOT!

hen the TomTom Rider 400

arrived in the office hot on the

heels of the TomTom Bandit

Action Camera for us to test,
| wondered why | would want to use a GPS
on a bike. | mean, getting lost is all part of
the fun of riding, isn’t it? Well, it turns out
the TomTom Rider has a few tricks up its
sleeve to ensure that while you won’t be
getting lost, you’ll discover some brilliant
riding roads along the way.

Whether you’re trying to find a place to
meet your mates for a drink, or navigating
your way over the ditch, the TomTom is
good to go with maps already loaded - and,

WHAT'S
IN THE BOX

GPS, Motorcycle mount,
RAM mount (windscreen
mount), Battery cable,
USB cable,
Documentation
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PRICE
$649.00

Words: Mét

straight out of the box, the feafure-packed
unit comes ready to ride. The Rider 400
comes with everything you need to use the
GPS, too, either on two wheels or four. In
the box you'’ll find a motorcycle specific
mount, battery cable, USB cable, RAM
mount and, of course, all the manuals that
show you how to operate it. But, just like
all TomTom products, the Rider is quite
intuitive. The easy to navigate menu lets you
control the basics, such as volume, voice
instructions and a night mode function,
which dims the screen as to not wreck your
night vision.

Although the 4.3-inch touch screen
works best with a naked hand, it is still
quite responsive when wearing gloves, but
| found it is just not as accurate as it is with
the glove off. But, if taking off your gloves is

inconvenient, applying a bit more pressure
than you usually would, helps the screen
register movements easier.

Along with the usual navigation settings,
one of the best functions of the Rider
400 is the “Plan a Thrill” function, which
is essentially just a variation of the GPS
software. But, instead of finding you the
most convenient route possible, it finds you
the most interesting — all complete with lots
and lots of corners. You can tailor just how
twisty you want your route to be, from mildly
to wildly windy, to find the most fun.

Voice instructions are given by one of
13 choices, with the setting on our’s set
to ‘Ben’ you are cheekily informed “You've
arrived at your destination, grab your
jandals, togs, and chilly bin and get going.
Cheers for the ride, mate”.

Since it was designed for use with
motorcycles, the Rider 400 is waterproof,
ensuring it doesn'’t kark it if there is a little
rain. Certified to IPX7, the Rider will handle
water up to a meter deep for 30 minutes; so,
unless you ignore its directions and ride into
a lake, you won't have to worry about having
it mounted to your ‘bars in atrocious weather.

While you can use a smartphone app
to get directions these days, TomTom
are staying with the times by offering
new functions that are not available on
smartphone apps. At $649, it’s also quite
a lot cheaper than similarly specced GPS
units, too. 1| | |

AT A GLANCE

o Up to 6 hours of battery life in autonomous
operation

o The charging dock/RAM mounting kit fits
most bikes

¢ 3GB internal memory

* Micro SD slot

¢ 11cm (4.3”) touchscreen

o Bluetooth audio for hands-free calling, voice
instructions via headset

 TomTom traffic, speed cameras, QuickGPSfix via
Bluetooth on your smartphone

o Waterproof (IPX7) protects against any wet-
weather conditions

o |t weighs just 280 grams




