Y
Q
2
@
£
g
Q
<
Ly
>
Q
S
E
=
I.r.E
24
(4]
m
|
Y
=

THE MOUNTAINS " .
ARE CALLING A

Our Himalayan motoreyele tours are crealed to be enjoyable and timely experiences
@@“\\ on the legendary Roya Enfield Himalayan over some of the world's most incredible
a‘é‘( o) [ roads through awe-inspiring locations. Ride the Himalayas with us.
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Guided and supported motorcycle tours across Asia, Africa & South America




BIKE REVIEW

osay that the 2022 Tiger 1200 was a success for Triumph
would be a massive understatement. With the previous
version having fallen way behind the competition in the
premier adventure bike category, the Hinckley man-
ufacturer threw everything it had into the new bike. It
was lighter, slimmer, more powerful, and boasted all the
technical enhancements that riders expect these days, from multiple
riding modes to electronically controlled suspension.

And while Triumph'’s stated intention to challenge the mighty GS
for dominance in the big bike sector may not have been as achievable
as it might have hoped, in the two years after the bike was released,
Triumph has sold 14,000 of them, twice as many as the sales achieved
by the previous incarnation in its first two years. A job well done then.

So, in what might be called a mid-term update, Triumph has under-
standably not sought to throw the baby out with the bathwater and
risk undoing all the progress made. As the marketing people would
doubtless say, the 2024 Tiger 1200 is all about evolution not revolu-
tion, improving what was already there, and responding to customer
feedback to refine the big cat. And blasting the Rally Pro down the
scenic A82 alongside the usually picture-perfect Loch Lomond in the
Trossachs National Park, not even the torrential rain can dilute just
how successful that evolution has been. Triumph has taken the already
impressive Tiger 1200 and made it substantially better.

HEADING NORTH

In a year blighted by unpredictable weather, it was a brave move by
Triumph to host a new launch in Scotland rather than following the
birds south to warmer climes. But in a move to show off the Tiger’s
abilities outside the usual sun- kissed settings of Spain or Portugal, the
marketing team set up camp in the gothic splendour of the Mar Hall
Hotel on the banks of the River Clyde to the north of Glasgow.

Our first view of the new bike is of the Rally Explorer variant that
has been somewhat incongruously placed in the hotel’s vaulted Great
Hall. With the grand piano moved temporarily to one side, the new
Tiger looks an impressive sight, framed in the tall bay window with
the ornamental gardens of Mar Hall beyond the glass. Compared to the
anodyne marble of some generic Mediterranean hotel foyers, this was a
very classy place to launch the new bike.

The 2024 Tiger 1200 has received a lot of its updates and improve-
ments within the depths of the engine. While the bike maintains its
T-plane crank engine design that offers the performance of a twin at
low revs and the punch and feel of a triple higher in the rev range, the
engineers have concentrated on upgrading the 1200 with an almost
1kg heavier crank, a revised balancer, an updated alternator rotor, a
revised clutch design, and modified engine calibration.

It all sounds a tad prosaic, but the aim was to make the bike more
manageable and controllable at low speeds and smoother when you
turn up the wick. Power delivery at low revs is far smoother allow-
ing for easier pull aways with less clutch feathering than the previous
model. Engine braking is more linear and predictable, and low speed
riding, when big bikes are often prone to a certain lumpiness and the
occasional embarrassing cough stall, is generally made considerably
easier. At least that was the plan. Now it’s time to test the theory.

ROAD TRIP

With the skies showing an unexpected if ultimately misleading hint

of blue, we walk out of the hotel bright and early to the bikes, our
progress serenaded by a lone piper in full Highland regalia. It's hard
to imagine a more auspicious start. For my first ride of the day, I'm on
the GT Explorer, the top-spec version of the more road-biased models
of the range. Triumph has reduced the list of variants in the Tiger 1200
line-up to make it clearer and easier for customers to choose. The base
level GT has been dropped. This is bad news for bargain hunters, but
ultimately very few buyers were choosing a premier bike devoid of
both bells and whistles.

So, now in the road-focused GT range there is the lower-spec GT
Pro with a 201 fuel tank, and the higher-spec GT Explorer with its
continent busting 301 tank. Similarly, the more off- road focused Rally
versions of the Tiger have two different choices, the lower-spec Rally
Pro with a 201 tank, and its big brother, the Rally Explorer, with all the
toys and space for 301 of unleaded. Setting out onto the Scottish roads
on the GT Explorer, the new engine characteristics are immediately
evident as the bike positively purrs away beneath me as we head out
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